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RESEARCH METHODS IN STS - 76358 - STSS 6110 - 01
Ron Eglash, Spring 2011, Mondays 10:00-12:50PM, SAGE 5711 
Learning objectives:

Students will be able to demonstrate understanding in three areas of methods. First, they will be able to apply the “nuts and bolts” of social science research such as interviews, surveys, data-recording, ethics, consent, working with vulnerable populations, etc. Second, they will be able to reflect on the relation between socio-cultural theory and methodology, understanding how both quantitative and qualitative methods such as network analysis, statistics, grounded theory, ethnomethodology, interpretive ethnography, extended case studies, non-human agency studies, and collaborative approaches can “partner” with various theoretical frameworks. Third, they will develop their own thinking around this relationship such that their research can leave itself open to surprise and hypothesis falsification, rather than merely affirming currently held beliefs or inclinations. 
To contact instructor:

Office Hours: Monday 1-3 and by appointment, 5502 Sage. Email: eglash@rpi.edu, phone: 276-2048. Course webpage: http://www.rpi.edu/~eglash/eglash.dir/arm.dir/arm.htm 
Requirements:

A. Weekly class discussions, with an entry by you in the agenda (20)
B.  Five assignments (essays) (20)
1) Scoping exercise 

2) Symbolic interactionism exercise 

3) Mapping a Research Domain 

4) Developing the Main Research Questions 

5) From Research Questions to Data Acquisition 

C. IRB, Informed Consent, and CITI training (10)

D. Data Acquisition Assignment (20)

E. Research Proposal (30)

.
Academic Honesty
While ideas are available to everyone, credit for ideas, and the particular text used to express them, belongs to their originator. Plagiarism occurs when a student attempts to pass the ideas or words of someone else as their own (cf. http://www.google.com/search?q=define:PLAGIARISM). It is surprisingly easy to do. For example, students who are not writing in their first language will sometimes try to use a sentence from another written text, simply because they are worried about their grammar. Plagiarism also occurs when a quotation is reworded in an attempt to avoid citation—always make sure the sources of your quotations are specifically cited. The internet makes plagiarism particularly tempting, since you can copy and paste from the web to your paper. Recycling your own paper from another course would not be plagiarism, but it would be academic dishonesty and thus subject to the same penalties. Plagiarism will result in failing the course (a grade of “F”).

Special Needs

Please contact me if you have special needs such as disability or religious holidays.

Texts: 

Articles are either hyperlinked below or in the library reserve; Books are as follows:

· Becker, Howard. 1998. Tricks of the Trade.  How to Think About Your Research While Doing It. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

· Kelty, Chris. Two Bits: the cultural significance of free software. Duke University Press 2008.
Course Schedule:

Part I: Introduction
1/24: Introduction.
1/31 Tricks of the Trade. 
Becker, Howard. 1998. Tricks of the Trade.  How to Think about Your Research While Doing It. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. Ron out of town; guest lectures from Abby Kinchy and Jessica Lyons. Assignment 1 (“scoping”) due.
2/7 Symbolic interactionism. Brown, Bryan “Appropriating Science Discourse.” Hunt, Scott A. and Robert D. Benford. “Identity Talk in the Peace and Justice Movement.” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 1994; 22; 488-517. Suchman, L. “Do Categories have Politics?”  Gusterson, Hugh. "Nuclear Weapons Testing: Scientific Experiment as Political Ritual." In Naked Science: Anthropological Inquiry into Boundaries, Power, and Knowledge. Edited by Laura Nader. New York, NY: Routledge, 1996, pp. 131-147. Odumosu and Eglash, “Oprah, 419 and DNA.”
2/14  Symbolic repertoires; working with documents and media. Clarke, Situated Analysis, chapter 5. Critique of grounded theory: http://www.tim.ethz.ch/education/courses/courses_fs_2007/course_docsem_fs_2007/literature/15_Thomas_James_Reinventing_grounded_theory.pdf  Symbolic repertoires: Hess: http://www.davidjhess.org/SMsAnthroSci.html Eglash, “Broken Metaphor.” Eglash, “Race, Sex and Nerds.” Assignment 2 (“symbolic interactionism”) due.
2/21  No classes
2/28 Interpretative Ethnography. Clifford Geertz, “Thick Description: Toward an Interpretive Theory of Culture,”  “Deep Play: Notes on the Balinese Cockfight.” Emerson et al, writing ethnographic fieldnotes. Emily Martin, "Pharmaceutical virtue," Culture, Medicine and Psychiatry, 30 (2), pp. 57-74, 2006.                                       
3/7 Extended case, multi-sited, and world systems approaches: Burawoy, "The Extended Case Method." (Theoretical Sociology, 1998). Marcus, “Ethnography in/of the World System.” Glaeser, Andreas “An Ontology for the Ethnographic Analysis of Social Processes: Extending the Extended-Case Method.” Social Analysis, Volume 49, Number 3, Winter 2005 , pp. 16-45(30). Eglash, “An ethnomathematics comparison of African and Native American divination systems.” Assignment 3 (“Mapping a research domain”) due.
3/14 no class (Spring Break) 
3/21 Designing research experiments. Haraway, D. “Fetus.”  pp. 173-212 in Modest_Witness@Second Millennium. Routledge 1997. Martin, Brian. “Sticking a needle into science.” Agre, Phil. “Critical Technical Practice.” Eglash et al, “Ethnocomputing.” Disalvo et al. “Local Issues , Local Uses: Tools for Robotics and Sensing in Community Contexts.” Assignment 4 (“Developing the Main Research Questions”) due. Optional reading: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/OPV_AIDS_hypothesis. 
3/28  Research and online/offline relations: Kelty, Two Bits. Assignment 5 (“From Research Questions to Research Inquiry”) due. Begin online ethics training at https://www.citiprogram.org (use the “Social and Behavioral Responsible Conduct of Research Course 1."
4/4 Interacting with indigenous communities. Eglash, “Bamana Sand Divination.” Hermes, Mary. 1998. "Research Methods as a Situated Response: Towards a First Nations' Methodology." Qualitative Studies in Education 11:155-168. Ginsburg, Faye and Myers, Fred. “A History of Aboriginal Futures,” Critique of Anthropology Vol. 26, No. 1:27–45, 2006. “Using Ethnographic Methods to Articulate Community-Based Conceptions of Cultural Heritage Management” Public archaeology: archaeological ethnographies, Vol. 8 No. 2–3, 2009, 141–160. Carolyn Martin Shaw, “The Achievement of Virginity in Sub-Saharan Africa.” 
4/11 Ethics. Jackson, Bruce. “Being Fair,” in Fieldwork. Urbana/Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1987. Thompson “ethics in agricultural research”?  Horowitz, Richard. “Just Stories of Ethnographic Authority,” in Carolyn Bretell (ed.) When They Read What We Write: The Politics of Ethnography.  Westport, CT: Bergin & Garvey, 1993. Thorne, Barrie. “‘You Still Takin’ Notes?’ Fieldwork and the Problems of Informed Consent,” Social Problems 27(3), Feb. 1980: 284-297. Grindstaff, Laura. 2000 “Epilogue: Airing Another Kind of Dirty Laundry,” in The Money Shot: Trash, Class, and the Making of TV Talk Shows. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press.

CITI training certificate due.
4/18 Authority and Power. Clifford, On Ethnographic Authority. Nadar, Laura.  “Up the Anthropologist—Perspectives Gained From Studying Up,”  pp. 456-470 in Johnetta Cole (ed.). Anthropology from the Eighties.  New York: The Free Press, 1982. Gusterson, Hugh. “Studying Up Revisited.” Political and Legal Anthropology Review. Vol. 20, No.1 (May 1997): 114-119. Patricia. “Feminist Insider Dilemmas: Constructing Ethnic Identity with Chicana Informants,’ pp. 138-159 in Diane Wolf (ed) Feminist Dilemmas in Fieldwork. Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 1996. IRB Proposal, with Informed Consent Form Due.
4/25 Non-human agency – Pickering (chapters 1 and 2 “The Mangle of Practice”) . Eglash: “Indigenous nanoscience”. Danny Miller, “Material Culture.” Suchman http://bscw.wineme.fb5.uni-siegen.de/pub/bscw.cgi/d159059/Suchman0000_HumanMachineReconsidered_Online.pdf
5/2 Collaborationist Stance: McCarthy, Elise and Kelty, Chris. “Responsibility and Nanotechnology.”  Kemmis, Stephen and Robin McTaggart. 2000. "Participatory Action Research." Pp. 567-606 in Handbook of Qualitative Research, Second Edition, edited by N. Denzin and Y. Lincoln. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 2010. Scott Frickel, Sahra Gibbon, Jeff Howard, Joana Kempner, Gwen Ottinger, and David Hess. "Undone Science: Social Movement Challenges to Dominant Scientific Practice." Science, Technology, and Human Values 35(4): 444-473. Heath, Deborah (1997) 'Bodies, antibodies, and modest interventions,' in Gary Downey and Joe Dumit (eds.), Cyborgs and Citadels Data acquisition project due.

5/9 Class oral presentations. Research Proposal draft due.
