Questions on Readings for “3/21 Designing research experiments”
DiSalvio et al, “Local Issues, Local Uses: Tools for Robotics and Sensing in Community Contexts”

1. The authors imply that there is something specially empowering about engaging groups in design activities, the birthing of new technologies or applications. Yet in the Gusterson essay we read, we hear that an obsession with “birthing” is indicative of engineers and a mindset associated with dangerous nuclear testing. Can we resolve this contradiction?
2. The authors’ first principle is that the design is “grounded in local conditions.” What are the underlying assumptions here? Compare/contrast to Haraway (pg 199) “Situatedness does not mean parochialism or localism.”
3. One could critique this work with the observation that these problems are systemic: for example if you want to actually solve pollution problems, force auto makers to switch technologies, or better yet nationalize the auto industry. Can you defend the work in the face of such critiques?
Agre, “Critical Technical Practice”

4. “The point is certainly not that AI people are mystics, or that they consciously wish to make anything obscure, but rather that they take seriously the craft nature of their work.” We tend to think of craft labor as the ideal: in Marxist terms, it is “non-alienated.” Yet Agre implies AI work as highly problematic. Explain.

5. Why didn’t Agre’s alternative of “situated activity” generate the challenge to AI that he had envisioned? 
6. Why does Agre say invoking phenomenology or dialectics is unhelpful? What does he recommend as an alternative?
Martin, “Sticking a Needle into Science”

7. “Intervention can be a form of cultural imperialism if and when the analyst behaves in a way that is oppressive for the community being studied. This is unlikely to be a problem when social scientists intervene in the scientific enterprise, which itself is the dominant culture of knowledge in western societies, at least when social scientists tackle stronger rather than weaker elements in the scientific community” – Discuss in light of the account at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/OPV_AIDS_hypothesis#Current_oral_polio-vaccine_campaign_in_Africa. 

8. According to Martin, what are the pros and cons of being an “intervening analyst” (aka participatory action researchers, partisan researcher)?  
Haraway, “Fetus: The Virtual Speculum in the New World Order”

9. What does Haraway mean by “terminal ideological confinement” (pg 175)? How does she use Lynn Randolph’s painting as a “jailbreak” (my term) from this confinement?
10. How does Haraway’s account of the Lynn Randolph painting compare with her account of Kelly’s “Virtual Speculum” cartoon (184-187)?

11. How does Haraway respond to Porter’s critique that scientific expertise substitutes quantified measures for trust and face to face communication, and therefore poorly serves moral and ethical arguments?
12. What significance does Haraway draw from Scheper-Hughes’s analysis of infant death?

