Assignment 3: Mapping a Research Domain
Due on March 7th.
By the time this assignment is due, you will have covered a variety of methods and examined how they intersect with various analytic frameworks: symbolic interactionism, grounded theory (including its application to documents/media), interpretative ethnography, and world systems/multi-sited research. The purpose of this assignment is to use this background in order to make an initial attempt to map out the data sources for your research project. I recommend doing this on whatever you think your dissertation might cover, but that is not required (it’s just more efficient). Don’t worry about the page limit; make it as long as you need to (needed because of the use of the map images below).
1) Start with the mappings recommended by Clarke (Situated Analysis, chapter 5). You don’t need to go in the order that she recommends, or use every one of the mapping techniques. Just use whatever combination seems to get at your research interests best.
2) Now (using what we have studied so far) attempt to answer the following questions:

a. What the study aims to accomplish.

b. What data sources the study might utilize. 
c. What these data sources might reveal that we don’t already know.

Keep in mind it’s an exercise to discover what you are missing. If you discover missing pieces (“I need to know this but I’m not sure how to even ask the question let alone what data source I would use”) you can consider that a sign of success. For example we have not yet covered research experiments, and if that is an important method for you, you can just put that down as a missing component. The idea here is just to get a feel for what it’s like trying to map out the core domain for what could become your dissertation proposal.
