Assignment 1 – please email to me next monday
Since the students in this seminar are in various stages of their work, you can take this assignment to be either about your actual dissertation or about a dissertation you imagine you might produce. Your assignment is to come up with two different paths for your work (real or imagined). If you are in the beginning stages, your paths can diverge completely – say one is on anthropology of agriculture and another on history of physics. If you are in advanced stages, your assignment is to come up with two different ways of going about it—two different paths your research might follow, even though both are on the same area.
For each path you should answer the following questions (about a paragraph for each question).
1) What is the topic of research?

2) What are some of the sets of data that you might gather for your topic? Surveys, ethnographies, archives, online resources, artifacts, experiments, collaborations—guess what your best or most interesting example might be.

3) Where would this take place in time and space, and why are those the right time and place? If it is present day, why now?
4) How prepared are you—brag about your terrific preparation, or justify the additional preparation you will need.

5) What bias might you have that will make this a challenge?

6) What are the fields of work involved? Just within anthropology alone there are many divisions!
7) Who might fund this research?

8) Who might benefit?

